
Lesson content:
1-Pitch name and 
notation
2- The major scale
3- Key signatures
4-Accidentals
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Pitch, in music, is the position of a single sound in the complete 
range of sound. 

Sounds are higher or lower in pitch according to the frequency 
of vibration of the sound waves producing them.



Clefs



String Quartet



Middle C represented on all clefs

The neutral or percussion clef is not a 
true clef like the F, C, and G clefs. 
Rather, it assigns different unpitched 
percussion instruments to the lines 
and spaces of the stave. 

For guitars and other fretted instruments, it 
is possible to notate tablature in place of 
ordinary notes. This TAB sign is not a clef — 
it does not indicate the placement of notes 
on a stave. The lines shown are not a music 
stave but rather represent the strings of the 
instrument (six lines would be used for 
guitar, four lines for the bass guitar, etc.), 
with numbers on the lines showing which 
fret should be used.



How percussion instruments are represented in the Staff



On the music staff, notes are placed 

On the lines:

 

And in the spaces:

Letter Names

In music theory, we use the letter names A-G 
(always written in capital letters) to identify 
notes.

After G, the next note is A, (because we start the 
sequence again).

G is on a line on the music staff, so the next note 
up, A, is in a space:

Here are all the lines and spaces of the music staff 
filled up:

The next note up is B, 

which is on a line

Treble clef



You can try to remember the letter 
names of the notes on lines by learning

Every Good Boy Deserves Football

 

And you can learn the notes in the 
spaces by memorising

D – FACE – G

The note which comes before the first D in this series is called middle C.

On a piano keyboard, it’s the C nearest the keyhole.

Middle C is written under the stave, with a short line through the note - you can think of this line as an 
extension of the stave. The short line is called a ledger line.

 



Note Names 
(Treble Clef)
 

1. Give the letter name of each of the 
notes marked *. The first answer is 
given.

 

Writing Notes 
(Treble Clef)
2. Write the notes which these letters 
represent. (Sometimes there are two 
possible positions, as in the first F.)

Exercise 1



For most low-pitched music, (where most of 
it is lower than middle C), we use the bass 
clef.

The bass clef looks like this:

The two dots of the bass clef are placed 
either side of the line where we can find the 
note F, so it's also known as the F clef.

The bass clef is used by many low-pitched 
instruments, such as the tuba (pictured), 
bassoon, and double bass. It's also the 
default clef for the left hand in piano music, 
and the bass voice.

This is the first F below middle C. 
Bass clef



We can work out the other notes just like we did with the treble clef. Here are 
the notes on the lines:

 

And here are the notes in the spaces:

 

The note above B is middle C. It's useful to be able to write middle C in both 
clefs. We use a small line for it to sit on, just like we did in the treble clef (but in 
the bass clef it is above the stave):

 

Remember that in the treble clef, middle C is below the stave:



Note Names 
(Bass Clef)
1. Give the letter name of each of the notes 
marked *. The first answer is given.

 

Writing Notes 
(Bass Clef)
2. Write the notes. The first answer is 
given.

Exercise 2



Exercise 3



The Major Scale 

(or Ionian mode) is one of the most 
commonly used musical scales, especially in 
Western music. It is one of the diatonic 
scales. Like many musical scales, it is made 
up of seven notes: the eighth duplicates the 
first at double its frequency so that it is 
called a higher octave of the same note (from 
Latin "octavus", the eighth).

The simplest major scale to write is C major, 
the only major scale not requiring sharps or 
flats:

Scale degrees
The scale degrees are:

● 1st: Tonic
● 2nd: Supertonic
● 3rd: Mediant
● 4th: Subdominant
● 5th: Dominant
● 6th: Submediant
● 7th: Leading tone
● 8th: Tonic


