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Compound intervals
Compound intervals are intervals larger than an octave. Compound intervals are functionally 
the same as the corresponding simple intervals (those an octave or less in size). Thus, a 9th is 
a compound 2nd, a 10th is a compound 3rd, an 11th is a compound 4th, a 12th is a compound 
5th, etc.



Concords and Discords
A concord: is a chord where all the notes seem to 'agree' with each other

A discord: is a chord where some notes seem to 'disagree' or clash giving an unsettled feel.



Triads
The next most simple combination after the interval is a triad. Which- as its name implies- consists in three notes.

These three are the note on which the triad in based( the root) plus the 3rd and the 5th above it. 



Triads can be built on each degree of the scale. They take their names  from the degrees on 
the scale on which they are based: The triad on the first degree( tonic) is the tonic triad. The 

triad on the dominant degree of the scale is the dominant triad. 

Triads

As a shorthand  device, they are also referred to by roman numerals I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, I. 
The most important ones are the I, IV and V. They are called primary triads.

C minor

C major



Triads
Triads are classified in major, minor, diminished and Augmented



From this chart you can see that in a major key the triads on the degrees I, IV, and V are 
major triads. 

II, III and VI are minor and VII is diminished. 

Triads

In a minor Key the tonic triad (I) is always minor. But triads on all the other degrees are 
variable because of all the alternative forms of the 6th and the 7th degrees derived from the 
harmonic and melodic scales. 

Minor
C minor

C major

diminished or 
minor

major or 
augmented

minor major
major or minor

diminished or 
major

diminished or 
major Minor

Minor Minor
MinorMajor Major Major Majordiminished 



Homework

Minor triad Major triad

Diminished triad Augmented triad

Diminished triadMajor triad

Exercise 1



Triad inversions

Triad Inversion. Like intervals, triads can be inverted by moving the lowest note up an octave. The lowest note, 
called the bass note, determines the name of the inversion. When the lowest note is the root of the chord, the triad is 
in root position. When the lowest note is the  3rd note,  the triad is on 1st inversion and when the lowest note is a 
5th,  the triad is on 2nd inversion. 

Ia Ib
Ic



Triads
A chord is in close harmony (also called close position or close structure) if its notes are arranged within a 
narrow range, usually with no more than an octave between the top and bottom notes.



Homework

F major (root position) G major (2nd inversion)

E minor (1st inversion) E major ( root position)

B Major ( root position)F major ( 1st inversion)

Exercise 2



CHORDS
All triads are chords, but not all chords are triads. A triad is a chord with only three notes, and is built 
on thirds. A chord contains at least two notes; it can have 3, 4, 5 or even more!



Figured bass or thoroughbass is a kind of musical notation used in almost all Baroque music (c. 1600–1750), though rarely 
in music from later than 1750, to indicate harmonies in relation to a conventionally written bass line. 

 Added numbers, symbols, and accidentals beneath the staff indicate the intervals above the bass note to play; that 
is, the numbers stand for the number of scale steps above the written note to play the figured notes.

For example, in the figured bass below, the bass note is a C, and the numbers 4 and 6 indicate that notes a fourth and a 
sixth above (F and A) should be played, giving the second inversion of the F major triad.

can be realised as

Figured bass





Exercise 3Realising figured bass



Homework



Homework


